English 100 Journal Assignments for Task Two – Understanding Others

Directions: Throughout this unit, you will be asked to keep a journal of your understanding and analysis of your reading. As you read, be sure to annotate the text. For this unit, we are going to begin reading with a more specific purpose – to discover how writers glean information from sources and how they present that information to readers. Therefore, your annotations should be specific to this purpose. Mark or take notes on passages that demonstrate something to be learned about how the writer asked questions or presented answers. For example, you might mark lines that suggest a particularly interesting question the interviewer must have asked, or places where the writer seems to have left an important question unanswered. You might notice places where the writer sums up or paraphrases the interviewee’s answers, and places where the writer lets the interviewee speak for herself using quotes – why do you think the author made this choice? You should also mark passages that are compelling to you for whatever reason. It is critical that you annotate each piece in some way so that you will be able to complete your journal assignments and participate in class discussions more effectively. Each journal entry should be two pages long and consist of the following:

1. Summary of the Text: This section should take up one half of a page (maximum) and include the following information in complete sentences:

a. Title, author’s full name, 

b. Main idea – What seems to be the big idea of this text? 

c. The most important topics, ideas, and/or events from this piece 

2. It Says / I Say Chart: This section should take up one page (minimum) and include three (3) quotes and your analysis of them. Your analysis for each quote should be at least fifty (50) words. Use the sample format below as a guide, but remember you will do this three (3) times for three (3) different quotes from a variety of places in the text, not just one as shown below.

3. Reflection: This section should take up one half of a page (minimum) and discuss how a choice or circumstance faced by the interviewee affected his/her life and/or the lives of others. Use a quote to illustrate your thinking. You should also explore your own personal reactions and/or connections to these choices.
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It Says

DIRECTIONS: “Write a quote from the text” (Page#).

EXAMPLE: “Wes stared back at me after I’d asked my question, letting a moment pass and a smirk flicker across his face before responding” (3).

Notice that the quote is aligned with the analysis across from it.



I Say

DIRECTIONS: Write a 50-word (at least) analysis of the quote – What do we learn about the interview process from this quote? For example, discuss how the quote suggests a question the interviewer asked or how it gives the reader a picture of more than just what the interviewer said. Is it effective? Why or why not?

EXAMPLE: In this quote, Moore lets us see the other Wes’s physical response. This helps him become a real person that we can picture. He clearly has a personality and is really willing to think about the questions Moore asks before he answers. The “smirk” itself also shows that he does not see himself as less than Moore; he feels he is his equal. Overall, it is an effective way to help us get to know the other Wes beyond his words or Moore’s. (83 words)

